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was not without his traitors, for they say that one or two of his
Spanish soldiers deserted and went over to the enemy and furnished
him full information, advising him not to fear, for the garrison was
small and short of munitions. So also a foreign fifer deserted.1 This
encouraged the enemy to attack with greater spirit.. .(p. 4)...

If in passing the corsair called at Santa Elena, as we suppose to be
most likely, everything will have been burned and lost, even if the
enemy does not remain in occupation. Hereafter, if those forts are to
be maintained, they cannot be of timber only and scantily garrisoned.
It will be necessary for Your Majesty to take measures so to fortify
that they can resist both the Indians and outside enemies; for when
the crisis arrives both (p. 4) are foes to the death and our establish-
ments cannot survive unless Your Majesty order the country settled
and fortified once for all...

... from Your Majesty's fortress (Havana), July i, 1586.

Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's most loyal and faithful vassals and servitors kiss
Your Majesty's royal feet.

Gabriel de Luxan

Diego Fernandez de Quinones (Rubrics).

Document No. 452
[Alonso Suarez de Toledo to the Crown, Havana, July 3,
1586]
(P-1)                                        +
Catholic Royal Majesty
On June 30, on the eve of the clearance of this advice-boat which
Pilot Pedro Bernal is taking over, there came into this harbour a
bark from San Agustin in Florida with news that on the I2th of that
month the English corsair's fleet arrived off that fort. From ten
pinnaces he landed 300 harquebusiers at San Agustin, where the
fort is, and at the mouth of the channel in a swamp, where it was
1 *. . . a French man being a Phipher . . . playing on his Phiph the tune of the
Prince of Orange his song ...' who, to the English, claimed to have been a prisoner
among the Spaniards. Cf. Bigges, op. cit.
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